United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/795,906 



03/08/2004 



26096 7590 03/17/2006 

CARLSON, GASKEY & OLDS, P.C. 
400 WEST MAPLE ROAD 
SUITE 350 

BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 



Horst Bohm 



60130-2054;01MRA0230 



1529 



EXAMINER 



CHAPMAN, JEANETTE E 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3635 

DATE MAILED: 03/17/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summarv 

Vf f IvV nvllVII WMff f * f ff IUI If 


Application No. 

10/795,906 


Applicant(s) 
BOHM ET AL. 


Examiner 

Chapman E. Jeanette 


Art Unit 

3635 





~ The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Stein et al. 

Stein et al discloses a method of producing module. The module is not of the roof type. 
However, there is no language in the claim body limiting the module to only the roof 
type. Stein et al discloses the steps comprising: (see abstract and column 2, lines 29- 
63) 

• Providing an outer shell (vinyl) having a rim 

• Cutting said rim of the outer shell (see abstract) 

• Placing the outer shell in a foam form (or a foaming tool) 

• Applying a curable material onto the outer shell: see figures 3-5 

• Closing the foaming tool such that a seal in the foaming tool presses against the 
rim of the outer shell inwardly 

• Curing the curable material to form an inner shell that reaches an edge of a cut 
on said rim of said outer shell 

• The seal is pressed elastically against the outer shell when the foaming tool is 
being closed; by the nature of the materials used there is plastic deformation of 
the same 
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• The seal plastically deforms said outer shell when the foaming tool is being 
closed 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Bohm et al (6499797, filing date 10/21/99) in view of Stein et al. 

Bohm et al discloses a method of producing module. The module may be of the roof 

type. See column 1, lines 10-15 and column 6, lines 1-11. However, there is no 

language in the claim body limiting the module to only the roof type. Bohm et al 

discloses the steps comprising: 

• Providing an outer shell 1 having a rim; see column 8, lines 19-25) 

• Cutting said rim of the outer shell ; see column 8, lines 19-25 

• Placing the outer shell in a foam form; see column 6, lines 10-33 

• Applying a curable material onto the outer shell: see column 6, lines 10-33 

• Closing the foaming tool such that a seal 16 or 22 in the foaming tool presses 
against the rim of the outer shell inwardly; see column 6, lines 10-33 and figure 5 

• foaming the foam material to form an inner shell that reaches an edge of a cut 
on said rim of said outer shell; see figures 1-6 
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• The seal is pressed elastically against the outer shell when the foaming tool is 
being closed; by the nature of the materials used and the fact that heat is used, 
there is plastic deformation of the same in order to form the final product 

• The seal plastically deforms said outer shell when the foaming tool is being 
closed 

Bohm et al does not use the word "curing" but it is heavily implied by the use of the 
word foaming, heat and the injection process. Nevertheless, Stein et al teaches curing 
of plastic and plastic foam materials by curing them in the mold. It would have been 
obvious that the curing process is with in the mold since it is the most convenient means 
to form the final product as taught by Stein et al and since Bohm implies that the final 
product is mainly formed within the mold. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chapman E. Jeanette whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6841. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-thursday, 8:30-6:00, every 
fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Friedman Carl can be reached on 571-272-6842. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). /}/] C^f Jl 
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